
 
 

 

Music Policy 
  

 

 

Aims 

 To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and appreciate it critically 

 

musical genres, including Irish music. 

 To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and experience the excitement 

of being actively engaged in musical creativity. 

   

  

 

Curriculum Planning- Strands and Strand Units and methodologies: 

Music is a non-verbal form of communication that can convey ideas, images and feelings 

through selected sounds and symbols.   

Music involves people in both making music and listening to music.  

Music is an art that combines many concepts and techniques and uses them to inspire, to 

imagine, to invent and to express feeling. These are the features of listening and responding, 

performing and composing, on which the curriculum is based. 

  

 

Music in a child-centred curriculum. 

Musical activity challenges the child to act in unique ways to listen discerningly to his/her own 
music and the music of others, to sing, play or read sensitively and accurately, and to evaluate 



critically.  In posing these challenges, music contributes to the development of artistic 

awareness, self-expression, self-growth, self-esteem and multicultural sensitivity and, 

therefore, to the development of the whole child. 

Musical activities such as echo-singing and clapping develop short-term memory, while rote 

learning of songs, rhymes or games help to extend the capacity of long-term memory. 

  

Music Curriculum Content: 

The content is presented in three Strands at each level: 

 Listening and Responding 

 Performing 

 Composing 

Within each strand the content is organised into Strand Units, which provide a means of 

listening and responding to music, singing and playing music, reading and writing music, and 

making new music. 

   

Content of Strands & Strand Units 

  

Strand: Listening and Responding 

Strand Units: 

 Exploring sound 

 Listening and responding to music 

Listening and responding to music-must involve active participation. Maximums of 3 minutes 

listening at a time then refocus. 

 Exploring Sound:  

The child is encouraged to explore and listen to a range of sound sources and create sounds 

from these sources from ordinary household sounds to a variety of percussion and melodic 

instruments, as well as music in different styles and traditions. 

Listening and Responding:  

 

a  although the experience of listening to live music will be of 



immense value to the child whenever that is possible. A variety of musical groups and bands 

visit the school throughout the year to conduct workshops with the pupils in the hall. The 

teacher must provide opportunities for the children to listen to a wide range of familiar and 

or this strand 

and also use the whiteboards and projectors to play appropriate music clips available on the 

internet. The range of responses that the child can make, such as gesture, movement, speech, 

written or graphic forms, will allow for active involvement with the music and encourage the 

child to sustain concentration throughout the listening period. The importance of a movement 

response is encouraged at all class levels. The P.E. hall is used for the movement to music 

strand. 

  

Strand: Performing 

 Strand Units: 

 Song singing 

 Unison singing 

 Simple part singing 

 Literacy 

 Playing instruments 

The performing strand emphasises the importance of active music making, beginning with the 

voice and later including instruments. 

Opportunities for the children to make music, as individuals, groups or as a whole class, will 

s Tin Whistle is taught as 

part of the music curriculum from 2nd  6th class.  See attached booklet for the core tunes to be 

taught annually in each class from 2nd  6th class. There is also extra music tuition in guitar, 

recorder, samba drums and advanced tin-whistle.  The pupils perform in the school concerts 

which are held at the end of each term during the year.  All classes perform a variety of poems 

and songs in the hall and parents are welcome to attend on these dates.  Each class presents 

four assemblies per year, during which the children perform songs for the whole school 

community. 

The musical elements are developed through a range of simple activities, which gradually 

increase in difficulty, for example tapping a steady beat while singing, showing when the pitch 

moves from high to low or vice versa, or feeling the tempo as fast or slow, or the dynamic level 

as loud or soft. 

Simple part singing which is introduced in third and fourth classes, is prepared in the early 

classes through simple activities e.g. simple ostinato (repeated pattern) & drone, again 

incorporating these elements of pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo and so on. By fifth and sixth 

classes, children will have experienced song singing in innumerable and exciting ways and will 

enjoy the further challenges of part singing while seeking to achieve a more expressive singing 



quality. The School Choir consists of children from 4th, 5th and 6th classes. The children learn 

unison and simple 2-part songs and these are performed at concerts and carol-services.  

In the performing strand is the inclusion of music literacy as an integral element of song 

singing. The simple tunes learned and practised in junior classes are given new meaning in 

more senior classes, when the child is guided in the discovery of their rhythmic and melodic 

elements.   

 

Strand: Composing 

Strand units: 

 Improvising and creating 

 Talking about and recording compositions 

as a natural extension of song singing, while selecting appropriate instruments to create a 

sound effect can also link successfully with familiar songs & games. As the child grows in 

confidence, so too will the need to express his/her ideas independently, as in language and 

other arts areas. Listening to a wide range of musical styles and traditions, singing & playing 

will extend naturally into composing activity. Graphic notation, invented notation, simplified 

notation or standard notation may be used to record ideas, in addition to electronic 

recording. 

 

 School scheme:   
 

 It was decided at staff level that we would use The 

 
 

  

 
Linkage and Integration:  

 At all times we strive to make links between the various strands of the Music curriculum and to 

integrate with the other curricular areas where appropriate. 

(e.g. dance with music; Gaeilge with music for songs, rhymes, the Learn Together Curriculum 

with songs for assemblies; history of famous composers and their lives; art with music

painting what the music suggests; movement to music in the hall). 

  

Assessment and Record Keeping:  

As music is an activity-based area, much of our assessment is carried out within and as part of 



the lesson by observing, listening and asking the pupils questions. We will ensure that pupils 

receive feedback regarding their on-going achievements, areas of high achievement are 

recognised and the progress of each child is recorded and communicated to the child and to 

the parents through the parent-teacher meetings and end-of-year report. Children may be 

asked to self-assess and peer-assess where this is appropriate. 

We will assess: 

Willingness and readiness to participate in activities 

Level of competence and confidence of child in performing a skill/activity 

Ability to co-operate in individual, group or pair activities. 

  

Equality of Participation and Access:  

We promote the needs and interests of all pupils regardless of ability, culture, gender or 

aptitude. Every child will have access to all areas of the music curriculum. All pupils from 4th to 

6th are welcome to participate in the School Choir and everyone who is interested is accepted 

in the choir. Emphasis in the choir is on enjoyment and achievement rather than on 

performance targets. 

 

 Organisational Planning/Timetable:  

In our school each class will receive a minimum of one hour of Music per week and this time 

may be blocked or divided at the teachers discretion. 

The school choir which is made up of pupils from 4th to 6th.  They learn songs from a wide 

cultural base, musicals songs and 

unison and some 2-part songs are learned. The choir performs in annual events and concerts. 

The emphasis is placed on participation rather than perfection of the performance and where 

possible as many pupils are given the chance to perform individually.  Where possible pupils 

with special learning needs are encouraged to develop their self-esteem through participation 

and experiencing success.  

 

 
Resources and ICT: 
 
 ICT may be integrated with the music curriculum through the use of the internet, 

whiteboards, DVD and CD players; keyboards, percussion instruments, drums. There is a 

school set of percussion instruments. The school also have guitars, recorders, keyboards and 

tin whistles.  The children use Samba drums in weekly workshops. 

 



 
:  

Each teacher will plan for the music curriculum in line with our overall school policy for short-

term and long-term planning and completing the cúntas míosúil. 

  

Staff Development:  

All staff will be provided with additional support in teaching the tin whistle in the school.  

  

 

Parental Involvement: 
 
 Parents help with school concerts and performances. They assist with costumes and sets. They 

regularly attend the performances and make up the audience for any public performances. 

They provide music on drums and guitar. 

  

Community Links:  

Many pupils are involved annually, in the carol singing at the main shopping centre and the 

inter-schools carol service held in the local arts centre.  The children have also worked with 

various organisations within the community including the Silver Band for carol singing, Navan 

Youthreach for a Musical Talent Competition held in the local library and also various musical 

groups.  We regularly engage the services of the 

play cultural music; and Samba workshops.  

Pupils from the school choir are to participate in an annual concert for the residents of the 

local Nursing home.  

  

 Implementation 

 

Roles and Responsibilities: The teaching staff and principal co-ordinate progress of the policy, 

encourage and accept feedback on its implementation. Each teacher is responsible for 

implementing the policy with her/his own class.  

 


